
THROWN FOR A LOSS
Motorcycle
crash seriously
injures Steelers'
Roethlisberger
From wire reports

PITTSBURGH • Pittsburgh Steelers
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger
has made no secret of his love for
riding motorcycles without a hel­
met. The habit once prompted a
lecture from coach Bill Cowher.

"He talked about being a risk­
taker and I'm not really a risk-tak­
er," Roethlisberger said in May
2005 after his meeting of the
minds with Cowher.

Yesterday, it became worse
than a risk. .

Roethlisberger, 24, the youn­
gest quarterback to lead a team to
football's Super Bowl champion­
ship, was listed in "serious but
stable" condition last night after
seven hours of surgery for inju­
ries suffered when he was thrown
from his motorcycle, hit a car's
windshield and then hit his head
on-the~pavement. He-was-riot
wearing a helmet, police said.

Four doctors operated on
Roethlisberger to treat multiple
facial fractures and "all of the
fractures were successfully re-
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Steeler Nation

gets a scare,
then gets mad
COMMENTARY

PHILIP G. PAVELY, The Pittsburgh Tribune-Review

Bikers say crash won't change style
When the news broke yester­

day about Pittsburgh quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger's motorcycle
accident, rest assured that one
family - the Steeler Nation­
stopped whatever they were
doing at that moment.

Whether they were working or
watching the u.s.
team falter in
World Cup soc­
cer, that family
wanted to know
nothing more
than what condi­
tion Roethlis­
berger was in.

JIM CARLSON Aside from the
obvious - and

far more important - concern of
the second-year quarterback's im­
mediate family, his extended fam­
ily was suffering in stunned si­
lence.

But they weren't silent for long.
People were online and on tele­
phone and computer lines to get a
line on their favorite quarterback.
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BY FORD TURNER

OfThe Patriot-News

Screams of thrill-seekers pierced
the warm, summery air as Dale
Archuleta straddled his black Har­
ley-Davidson yesterday across the
street from Hersheypark.

Archuleta gunned his machine to
life and nosed it away from the
Parkside Bar and Grille. As he rum­
bled off, he felt the sun on his fore­
head and the wind on his salt-and­
pepper hair, because he doesn't like
to wear a helmet.

The fact that Pittsburgh Steelers
quarterback Ben Roethlisberger,
who also shuns helmets, was seri­
ously injured in a motorcycle crash
would not change Archuleta's
mind.

"It's more comfortable not wear-
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GARY DWIGHT MILLER, The Patriot-News

"It's more comfortable not wearing [a helmet] .... Today, it is a

beautiful day.... If you wear a helmet, your head heats up."

Dale Archuleta, 59, of Lancaster County




